The Emmett City Zoning Commission held a regular meeting on March 7, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at 501 E. Main Street, Emmett, Idaho.

Commissioners present:  Cheryl Conrad, Pam Garrison, John Sanuy, Bill Slabaugh and, Dee Turner. Absent Shannon Ewing. 

Staff present:  Counselor Ron Bjorkman and Recording Clerk Jan Weichers.

Public present: 
Roberta Ushman – 419 E 3rd St.

Richard & Yvonne Jones – 419 N Pine St.

Arlene Spencer – 1382 Blane St.

Connie Goins – 1372 Blane St.  

Chairman Slabaugh called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.

Public Hearings:

Annexation of parcel to the east of Walter Knox Memorial Hospital – City of Emmett Planning and Zoning Department

Chairman Slabaugh said in the process of making a Zoning Classification change for the new Public Use - P Zone. It was remembered that it was annexed into the City but official documentation for the annexation could not be found. The parcel is entirely surrounded by the boundaries of the City of Emmett. The northern portion of this parcel is owned by the City of Emmett. The southern portion is owned by Gem County as part of the hospital property.

Richard Jones – 491 N Pine St. – said he wants to know the intent or purpose for the annexation into the City. It is his understanding the intent is to build an office complex. He asked why the City wants to suddenly annex this. 

Chairman Slabaugh said a Public Zone is being created and going through the property description it was discovered that this particular parcel had not been properly annexed or the paperwork was lost.

Richard Jones – 491 N Pine St. – asked if there was any intent to develop.

Chairman Slabaugh said he doesn’t know. That is not the purpose of this meeting.

Richard Jones – 491 N Pine St. – said he is an ex-helicopter pilot and it is already hazardous enough for those Life Flights going in there with the power lines, water tank and everything else. They are dependent on relative wind coming in on the nose of the aircraft to create lift to land. With enough buildings around there the flow of air will change and they could lose it in the last 50 feet. They are usually coming in with pretty close to the maximum load unless they go way out to the north. They don’t burn enough fuel to compensate for another body on board. He used to fly those helicopters for the military. Putting more buildings there is not going to be safe for Life Flight going in there. That would be his objection against getting it developed. Whether it is annexed Public or not he doesn’t have a problem with that. If it is a change of use then he has a problem with it.
Commissioner Conrad said on the first page of the proposal from Brad, the last sentence says there is no developable land being proposed in this annexation.
Connie Goins – 1372 Blane St. – said it was mentioned that the parcel was owned by the City and County. Connie asked if it is two separate parcels.

Chairman Slabaugh said it was two separate parcels.

Connie Goins – 1372 Blane St. – asked for the parcel numbers.

Commissioner Garrison said the parcel with the water tank is tax number 5A and she could not read the County number.

Connie Goins – 1372 Blane St. – asked how much land was being annexed.

Commissioner Garrison said the water tank parcel is approximately .92 acres. The parcel south of the water tank is approximately 2.11 acres.

Connie Goins – 1372 Blane St. – asked why the county owned property is being annexed.

Chairman Slabaugh said that his understanding is that the County property was annexed in the past. This parcel is completely surrounded by City property. In a memo from Gem County Map Technician, John Henderson, he made note that in the 70’s the Tax Code Area Maps were shifted to the State Tax Commission and some information was lost in the transition.

 Connie Goins – 1372 Blane St. – said that at one time it was annexed into the City and now the Commission is just cleaning house.
Chairman Slabaugh said his understanding is that it had been annexed and the documentation for the annexation could not be found.

Commissioner Sanuy made a motion to close the public hearing for the annexation application. Commissioner Conrad seconded the motion. Motion Carried.
Public Hearing for Annexation of parcel to the east to Walter Know Memorial Hospital was closed at 6:05 p.m.

Proposed Amendments to the Emmett City Code: Section 9-12, Signs

Chairman Slabaugh said draft #3 of chapter 12; Signs has been submitted by the Zoning Commission for this Hearing. The draft shows the changes of the Sign Ordinance that was first adopted on December 16, 2006.

 Roberta Ushman – 419 E 3rd St. – asked if in the Sign Ordinance could there ever be a stipulation when an owner of a business moves out of a building they should take their sign down.

Commissioner Conrad said it is already addressed and it goes back to enforcement.

Commissioner Conrad made a motion to close the Public Hearing for the Zoning Ordinance concerning Signs. Commissioner Sanuy seconded the motion. Motion Carried.
Public Hearing for proposed Amendments to the Emmett City Code: Section 9-12, Signs was closed at 6:14 p.m.

Chairman Slabaugh led the Pledge of Allegiance

Review of Agenda: 

Commissioner Conrad made a motion to approve the Agenda. Commissioner Garrison seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

Decision of Public Hearings:

Annexation of parcel to the east of Walter Knox Memorial Hospital – City of Emmett Planning and Zoning Department

Commissioner Conrad made a motion that the Zoning Commission recommend approval of the Annexation of the subject parcels to the City Council and recommend that it be placed in the Zoning Public P Zone. Commissioner Turner seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

Proposed Amendments to the Emmett City Code: Section 9-12, Signs

Commissioner Conrad made a motion that the Zoning Commission recommends approval of the Zoning Ordinance Chapter 12, Signs to the City Council with the following changes:
· Roof signs add for top of eave on the definition roof sign.

· 9-12-11-10 delete the entire sentence.

· 9-12-4-1 add no sign contractor and/or person contracted to design, construct, erect, alter or relocate any permanent or temporary sign greater than four square feet in sign area within the City without first obtaining a Sign Permit from the City. Continue as written.
· 9-12-14-2 strike Planning and. It would read the Emmett Zoning Commission or other City Council designated committee. Paragraphs A & B.

Commissioner Turner seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

Approval of Minutes:

Commissioner Garrison made a motion to approve the February 3, 2011 Minutes. Commissioner Conrad seconded the motion. Motion Carried.
Sign Permit Review: Sophisticuts – 118 W Main St.

Commissioner Conrad made a motion to approve the Sign Permit for Sophisticuts 118 W. Main St. with a recommendation if at all possible the old Barber Shop sign lettering be given over to the Gem County Museum. Commissioner Sanuy seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

Items from the Public:

Roberta Ushman – 419 E 3rd St. – said if you say the word shall in an ordinance it is not a binding word.
Counselor Ron Bjorkman said shall is mandatory.

Chairman Slabaugh said in architecture when there are written specifications and make the contractor do something they use the word shall.
Unfinished Business

Master Pathway Plan Discussion

The Commission is waiting for Farmer’s Co-Op to respond to the Letter Brad sent.
Items from the Commission:

Commissioner Garrison wanted to thank the Commission for working so hard on the Sign Ordinance. She wanted to comment on how dismayed she is on the lack of participation from the public. She is concerned that if this is adopted the retailers are going to be concerned that they didn’t know about it.
Items from the Planning Director:

None
Upcoming Meetings:
· Dark Skies Ordinance Workshop with City Council – March 15, 2011 at 6:00 P.M.

· Next regular meeting – April 4, 2011

Commissioner Garrison made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Conrad seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 7:11 p.m.
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Chairman Bill Slabaugh
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