August 9, 2011
The Emmett City Council held a regular meeting at 501 E. Main Street, Emmett, Idaho.

Mayor Butticci called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Mayor Butticci led the Pledge of Allegiance 
Pastor Jason Hill offered the Community Invocation.
Council Present:  Mayor William Butticci, Councilmen John Rogers, Kathi O’Brien, Richard Poundstone, Tona Henderson and Michelle Welch.  Councilman Mike Stout was absent.  
Staff Present:  City Clerk Chrystal Alsup, Chief of Police Steve Nebeker, Building Official Brian Sullivan, City Planner Brad Clark, Fire Chief Shannon Crays, Superintendent of Public Works Bruce Evans, Sewer Superintendent Ron Gearhart, Water Superintendent Travis Capson and Librarian Alyce Kelley.

Public Present: Roberta Ushman; Nora Nebeker; Kevin & Ericka Heideman; Tyler & Danielle Nebeker; Krista Cole, PO Box 133; Don Mackey; Jill Mackey; Bob Towery, 1400 Fernlee St.
Amendments to the Agenda

Mayor Butticci would like to add Item #4, Discussion of Land Purchase, under Superintendent of Public Works Bruce Evans.
Councilman O’Brien made a motion to add #4 under G, Superintendent of Public Works, Land Purchase Discussion.  Councilman Henderson seconded the motion.  Motion Carried.

Councilman Poundstone made a motion to accept the agenda as amended. Councilman Henderson seconded the motion.  Motion Carried.
Mayor Butticci presented the Excellence in Community Award to Eduardo Balli.
Public Hearing

2011-2012 Fiscal Year Budget

Mayor Butticci opened the Public Hearing for the 2011-2012 Fiscal Year Budget at 7:06 p.m.

Mayor Butticci said this year, even with the revenue shortfalls, once again, because of the city staff being creative and working hard together, we were able to come up with a budget that is balanced and not cut services and retain all our personnel for another year. Mayor Butticci said the revenue shortfall was pretty good for the General Fund. We were about $480,000 this year as compared to last year. He said we were able to make it work and balance it. Mayor asked if the Council had any questions.  He also said the City Clerk had some revenue come in, and the Clerk would go over that.  

City Clerk Chrystal Alsup said that last week we received the L2 which is the worksheet from the County stating how much property taxes the City will be bringing in.  She said there was some new construction that was not anticipated.  We knew it was there, but it is hard to figure out what it is when we are not the ones to set the value, so we ended up having almost $6,000 more that we were able to allocate to other funds.  Clerk Alsup referred the Council to a copy of the revised budget to see where the numbers were added.  Starting with the General Fund, she is going off both revenue and expenditures. General Fund, in the property tax line 310000, there is an additional $1,500, to bring the total to $1,151,617, for a bottom General Fund number of $2,143,912.  Where we used it on the expense line was in the City Clerk budget under 460, recodification, there was an additional $300 put in there. In the Parks Dept. under 438 for Maintenance, Trees and Parks, we put the remaining $1,200 into that fund for the weed and fertilization.  A big portion of the money went towards the Roads Dept. We allocated $3,489 of the roughly $6,000 towards the roads, so that will increase the roads revenue property tax to $43,227, for a total roads budget of $618,530. Clerk Alsup said the $3,000 we put towards the 644 line of street improvements in the road budget to help Superintendent of Public Works Bruce Evans do some more patching.  

Moving on to the cemetery, earlier in the budget cycle Superintendent Evans gave up almost $1,000 to give to the library, so the library could balance, so we went ahead and gave the cemetery $1,000 back so we could reimburse him.  That brought the property tax revenue line up to $29,030, for a total cemetery budget of $104,780.  We placed that $1,000 in the Cemetery Weed Control, Line 424 on the expense. There was a total amount of $5,989 that we added in for that.  We also did another addition this evening.  Our water project has been delayed by a little, so we expected to expend all of our funds for our current fiscal year, which is not going to happen, so we needed to update our revenues and expenditures in the Water fund so we can expense those bond funds out.  It is going to look like we are expending out all this money in our current fiscal year budget, but it is really money we are saving from this year and are going to expend it out next year.  In the revenue side on the water, the usable fund balance is currently $100,000, and we are bumping it up to $500,000, that is our portion we have to pay for the water project.  The grants line is going up by $900,000, so the total there would be $922,000.  That brings the total water fund to $2,624,100.  On the expense side of the water, expense line 757 for the Water Treatment Project, Grants/Bonds is going to be $900,000, and the 758 expense line for the Water Treatment Project will go up to $400,000.
Clerk Alsup gave a synopsis for the public for each fund total:

General Fund 


$2,143,912
Roads & Streets

     618,530

Library



     198,250

Health Insurance      

       32,750

Perpetual Care 

         1,650

Cemetery 


     104,780

Water                                         2,624,100
Sewer                                         2,224,900

Sanitation


      479,150

Arts Commission

          2,000

Total:



  $8,430,022

Clerk Alsup said there were many decreases across the board.  She said she would like to commend all of the staff and department heads for their hard work in making sure there was a balanced budget, and she greatly appreciates the decision made by the Council members at a previous Council meeting concerning their alternate plan.  

Mayor Butticci asked for public response for or against the budget.  There were no public comments.  Mayor Butticci asked for any other comments from the Council or staff.  There were no comments.  

Mayor Butticci closed the Public Hearing for the 2011-2012 Fiscal Year Budget at 7:15 p.m.
Decision of Public Hearing

2011-2012 Fiscal Year Budget

Councilman Rogers made a motion to approve the 2011-2012 Fiscal Year Budget as amended.  Councilman Henderson seconded the motion.  Motion Carried.

Elected Officials

Mayor

No Items
City Council

No Items

Announcements & Good of the Order

No Items

Consent Agenda
A. Approval of Minutes – July 26, 2011 Regular City Council Minutes

B. Approval of Licenses – Bartender – Taylor C Hiatt
C. Items from the Public

1. Sue Vahlberg, WKMH Request for Band Shell, August 25, 2011, from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. for employee barbeque.
2. Brook White, Request for Band Shell, July 28, 2012, from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for Emmett High School Class Reunion.

D. Payment of Bills

Councilman Poundstone made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Councilman Welch seconded the motion.  Motion Carried.
Non Consent Agenda

Items from the Community

Krista Cole, BID Representative, is requesting a closure on Main Street (from Hayes Ave to Boise Ave) on August 27, 2011 from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. for the 2nd Annual Light Up Main Street Event.  She said this will be held annually every August.  Krista said she talked to city staff and received permission by the BID to pay the City to have city staff move city owned benches and barricades to the event. This was approved by Superintendent of Public Works Bruce Evans.
Councilman O’Brien made a motion to allow the BID to move forward with their event as long as they work closely with the Public Works Superintendent and have them settle on which equipment will be available, the cost and other details, and also close Commercial Avenue at Main Street. Councilman Henderson seconded the motion. Motion Carried.
Unfinished Business

Business License Ordinance
Mayor Butticci said there are constraints in the Business License Ordinance that are not being followed.  He stated that since Counselor Bjorkman and Councilman Stout are absent, the Council may want to table this until the next Council meeting.
Councilman Poundstone made a motion to move the Business License Ordinance discussion to the next scheduled Council meeting.  Councilman Welch seconded the motion.  Motion Carried.
Ordinance O2011-5 – 2nd Reading

Councilman Poundstone made a motion to have the 2nd Reading of Ordinance O2011-5 by title only.  Councilman Henderson seconded the motion.  Mayor Butticci polled the Council.  Poundstone – Y, Welch – Y, O’Brien – Y, Henderson – Y, Rogers – Y.  Motion Carried.

City Clerk Chrystal Alsup read Ordinance O2011-5 by title only.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EMMETT, IDAHO, AMENDING CHAPTER 12 OF TITLE 9 OF THE CITY CODE BY ADDING, MODIFYING AND DELETING CERTAIN DEFINITIONS; ELIMINATING THE BOND REQUIREMENT; REGULATING HOME OCCUPATION SIGNS; AMENDING THE REGULATIONS FOR TEMPORARY SIGNS; PROVIDING THAT PERMANENT SIGNS IN THE HISTORIC CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT MUST BE APPROVED BY THE DESIGN REVIEW BOARD; AMENDING THE ZONING DISTRICT SIGN AND LIGHTING METHODS TABLES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Councilman O’Brien made a motion to accept the 2nd Reading of Ordinance O2011-5, and have the 3rd and final reading at the next scheduled City Council meeting.  Councilman Poundstone seconded the motion.  Mayor Butticci polled the Council.  Poundstone – Y, Welch – Y, O’Brien – Y, Henderson – Y, Rogers – Y.  Motion Carried.

Ordinance O2011-6 – 2nd Reading

Councilman Poundstone made a motion to have the 2nd Reading of Ordinance O2011-6 by title only.  Councilman Henderson seconded the motion.  Mayor Butticci polled the Council.  Poundstone – Y, Welch – Y, O’Brien – Y, Henderson – Y, Rogers – Y.  Motion Carried.

Clerk Alsup read Ordinance #O2011-6 by title only.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EMMETT, IDAHO STATING THE PURPOSE AND APPLICABILITY OF DARK SKY REGULATIONS; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; PROHIBITING CERTAIN LIGHT FIXTURES; PERMITTING CERTAIN LIGHT FIXTURES; DESCRIBING THE TYPE OF LIGHT FIXTURES THAT MAY BE INSTALLED; ALLOWING CERTAIN EXEMPTIONS; PROVIDING THAT MAY BE INSTALLED; ALLOWING CERTAIN EXEMPTIONS; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Councilman Poundstone made a motion to accept the 2nd Reading of Ordinance O2011-6, and have the 3rd and final reading at the next scheduled City Council meeting.  Councilman O’Brien seconded the motion.  Mayor Butticci polled the Council.  Poundstone – Y, Welch – Y, O’Brien – Y, Henderson – Y, Rogers – Y.  Motion Carried.
New Business
Agreement with Gem County for Seal Coating City Streets

Mayor Butticci stated this agreement is to take care of the Road & Bridge Tax owed by the County. Counselor Bjorkman wrote the agreement. 

Superintendent of Public Works Bruce Evans said he met the new county Road Superintendent, along with city Road Superintendent Clint Seamons and came up with a Memorandum of Understanding.  Superintendent Evans said the total amount equals approximately 31 cents a square foot, which is a fair price.  
Councilman O’Brien made a motion to move forward with both the Agreement and Memorandum of Understanding and allow the Mayor to sign both so it can be forwarded to the County Commissioners, and note that we will allow staff to work closely with the County with any price increases or decreases of materials and provide City Council with a report every year as to its progression, specifically for the chip seal program and the CRS-2 Oil.  Councilman Henderson seconded the motion.  Motion Carried.
Reports: All Reports will be on File in the Clerk’s Office
Engineer

Water System Improvements Progress Report

Water Superintendent Travis Capson gave an update on the July Water System Improvements Progress Report.
Superintendent Capson said they had to relocate one of the fire lines due to the clearance of the equipment, so there is a Change Order for $1,259.00 for design and extra pipe and asked for Council’s approval to move forward with the field change order.  The Council agreed to move forward with the request.
Contractors Northwest Inc Pay Application #4 - $405,558.40

Superintendent Capson asked for Council’s approval on Contractors Northwest Inc Pay Application #4, subject to lending agency approval.
Councilman Rogers made a motion to approve Application #4 payment to Contractors Northwest Inc in the amount of $405,558.40, subject to lending agency approval.  Councilman Poundstone seconded the motion.  Motion Carried.
Keller Associates Invoice #2 (Wastewater Process Assistance) - $1,521.00

Superintendent of Public Works Bruce Evans said this is for work performed on the Wastewater for a discharge permit for Ammonia, TSS and PH.
Councilman Poundstone made a motion to accept Keller Associates Invoice #2 in the amount of $1,521.00.  Councilman O’Brien seconded the motion. Motion Carried.
City Planner

City Planner Brad Clark presented his report.
Chief of Police

Police Chief Steve Nebeker presented his report.

Fire Chief

Fire Chief Shannon Crays presented his report.

Fire Grants Received

Fire Chief Shannon Crays said Valley Wide Co-op /Valley Agronomics and Land O’Lakes each issued a grant in the amount of $2,290.00 to the fire department, which was used to purchase an important piece of equipment.
Building Official

Building Official Brian Sullivan presented his report.

Library

Librarian Alyce Kelley presented her report.

Superintendent of Public Works 

Superintendent of Public Works Bruce Evans presented his report.

Items for Surplus

Superintendent Evans asked permission from the Council to surplus some sprinkler pipe and a lawn mower from the Parks and Cemetery Departments. He will put an ad in the newspaper and hold an auction for the items.
Councilman O’Brien made a motion to allow Superintendent of Public Works Bruce Evans to move forward with the sale of surplus items listed in the e-mail dated August 2, 2011.  Councilman Henderson seconded the motion.  Motion Carried. 

Land Purchase Discussion

Mayor Butticci stated there is property north of the Little Mansion marketed for sale.  It is 30 acres and has an irrigation canal running through the back side of it.   At the back side of the canal there is 5.5 acres.  The front part would be a park, with a donation of $100,000.  Mayor Butticci has a price agreement of $160,000 for the 30 acres, so the City obligation would be $60,000.  There had been discussion to take $30,000 each out of the water and sewer funds.  The back part of the canal would be allocated for utilities.  The Mayor would also like to see a lift station and a well to justify the utilities.  The front part, or the park, would be developed at a later date when funds would be available, and it would be named after the donor.  Mayor Butticci has been working on this for awhile, and knows we need to prepare for future growth.  He said right now, land is cheap so we need to buy now to prepare for 15 years down the road.  The original thought was to have a park, then in the far corner have a second fire station which would service the area around that location.  There are pressure issues out there, so a well may not be feasible, but a possible booster pump station would be.  There is already an infrastructure in place in the subdivision beside the property.  The overall goal was to secure some open space, secure a spot for a second fire station in the future, secure a spot for a well head, secure a spot a lift station and to preserve the integrity of the Little Mansion by buying up the land.  The donor is on board for $100,000.  The seller has agreed to $160,000.  Mayor Butticci said that we need to look at our section and see if the service we need to provide is something we can do.  There would have to be some conditions, such as the area would have to remain a park, so the City cannot turn around and sell the property.  Mayor said Water Superintendent Travis Capson and Sewer Superintendent Ron Gearhart inspected the property to see if it would be suitable for a lift station.  Mayor Butticci asked them to address the Council.
Superintendent Gearhart stated they just inspected the property today, and he has not had a lot of time to look at the viability.  He referred Council to a map which was provided to them.  He said the current lift station is limited to the 12th Street area up to Harvest Valley and up towards Main Street.  He said the pump sizing can be increased, but he said there would have to be a generator and there is limited storage capacity during power outages.  He said it would be a very vital lift station if they go more than this. He said in the section due east of the purchase property they can take the existing sewer line and turn it and make a new lift station, which would cover all the area to the canal.  The development east and north could potentially feed a lift station.  His main concern with the lift station being positioned where it is, up against Sub Station Road, basically, and at the upper end of the Plaza service area, you have taken the lift station up to the corner and as you go out from the lift station, the pipes go up and out and lose elevation.  By not centering this north of Main Street, you have actually pulled how far out you can go inward.  They are limiting how far out the lift station can go.  You can compensate for that in depth, but it would cost more money.  He said he needs to collect more information to comment more on the viability.
Superintendent Capson spoke on the water viability in that area.  He said the potential would be another possible East Locust, maybe a small 500,000 gallon reservoir and a booster pump station that he could feed in the same manner as Locust.  He said the way the lines are tied, he could loop the outside with a 12” line.  He said there is potential viability, but they need more time to look at it.
Councilman Henderson asked if it isn’t going to be developed right away, would the City lease it out to animals to keep the weeds down.  Mayor Butticci said that we could do that.  Superintendent Evans said that Planner Brad Clark said that if it is not going to be developed for awhile, it could remain in county limits, as it is not in city limits at this time, so it would still qualify for what Councilman Henderson just described.  After more discussion, it was decided this would be discussed further at a later date.  

City Clerk

City Clerk Chrystal Alsup presented her report.
Councilman Rogers made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Henderson seconded the motion.  Motion Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 9:43 p.m.

______________________________   
                   ________________________________         
Mayor William Butticci


      
       Clerk Chrystal Alsup
