The Emmett City Zoning Commission held a regular meeting on November 7, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at 501 E. Main Street, Emmett, Idaho.

Commissioners present:  Abra Dodson, Pam Garrison, John Sanuy, Bill Slabaugh and Mick Vahlberg.  

Staff present:  Counselor Ron Bjorkman, Planning Director Brad Clark, Recording Clerk Jan Weichers and Fire Chief Shannon Crays.

Public present:   

Laurey Thomson – 321 E. 2nd St.
Darel Harris – 301 E 1st St.

Connie Jones – 315 E 2nd St.

Flint Thornock  – 302 E 2nd St.

Roberta Ushman

Donovan Holford – 1st Presbyterian Church Trustee

Sharon Holford

Maria Salazar – 209 E 2nd St.

Tracy Dickson – 308 E 2nd St.

Chairman Slabaugh called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.

After the meeting was called to order Mayor Bill Butticci swore in Mick Vahlberg as a new Commissioner.

Public Hearing:
Special Use Permit by Flint Thornock to open a community support center with classes, studies and support groups from an existing church located at 223 E 2nd Street.

Chairman Slabaugh asked the Commission if any of them had an ex-parte conversation with another Commission member or the public.
Commissioner Garrison said she had a brief conversation. A woman spoke to Commissioner Garrison about the proposal of the use for the church down the street from her. Commissioner Garrison asked if it was the church for support groups and classes and the woman said yes. Commissioner Garrison told the woman that she could not discuss it with her.

Planning Director Brad Clark said this hearing is for a Special Use Permit and the applicant is Flint Thornock and the owners are Paul and Dawn Drake. The application that was submitted was to open a community support program with classes, studies and support groups from the church at 223 E 2nd Street. Brad showed pictures of the property. There are two legal lots. Lots 12 and 13, which is part of the old city plat that had very narrow lots. It is one tax parcel. Most of the lot is taken up with the building. There is a small yard in front, very little on the sides. There is a four or five foot setback on the west side. There is an ADA handicap ramp that wouldn’t quite meet ADA specs today because there is a ridge at the bottom of the ramp. There are a couple more accesses in the back of the property. There is an alley way in the back that the City owns and it cannot be encroached on. The City generally claims 16 or 17 feet of ownership. There is a space behind the building that five cars could park. One of the concerns that Brad had was if there were large events and it would be safe for the area. Wardwell can have two lane traffic if cars are parked on both sides and 2nd Street is narrow and that would be difficult. In the staff report that was submitted to the Commission in the terms of the use this was tough because it hinges on if it is the same use as what has historically been there. It is a residential zone. It could be used as a residence or a church today without any kinds of permits. The question is does the use fit either one of those uses. It is not a residence but there are similar activities to a church. What triggered staff was the potential for the evening events and classes and the future use of the building for distribution of furniture, household goods, clothing, etc. for this support center. It is a valuable use and one the ordinance would support, but the main thing is historically what it was and what it was used for. Staff decided it was close but should do a Special Use Permit. It also gives the neighborhood an opportunity to know that after 8 years of vacancy that there is something going on. On page six of the staff report is the required findings the Commission has to make when reviewing a Special Use Permit. “E” states that it will be served adequately by essential public facility and services such as highways, streets, police, fire, etc. Fire Chief Crays is here and did submit a letter which asked a few questions. The last paragraph mentions Emmett Public Works Superintendant Bruce Evans and he has also submitted a letter regarding the public sidewalks and the pedestrian ramps that come up from the street on to the sidewalk. Bruce Evans is saying that with a change of use, if there is upgrades that need to happen to the public sidewalk that is the time to do it. Brad brought up the point again: is it really a change of use, if it is not then generally you don’t want to require a lot of new public improvements. Brad recommends taking in all the information during the hearing and maybe leaving the hearing open so the Commission can talk about it a little more afterwards and get a better sense of what is happening. The sidewalks are in better shape than other parts of the City. There is not a lot of buckling with the trees. Public Works does make that call about if it is safe for pedestrians. Exhibit A is conditions of approval that Staff is recommending. Most of them are pretty straight forward. #14 says the applicant shall comply with City of Emmett Public Works sidewalk standards. If the Commission decides not to require that it should be stricken. The applicant shall comply with all Emmett Fire Department requirements for the new use. Those are the main highlights Brad wanted to bring up. Brad asked the Commission if there were any questions.

Flint Thornock said he hasn’t talked to the Presbyterian Church yet. He was not able to get a hold of them. Ultimately they are trying to put together a support group for the community in terms of alcohol and drug use. These meetings will be very small. Most of the support meetings are 7-10 people. There will be prayer teams that will take place. The church will be set up with tables where they meet. It won’t be a normal church setting. They may have bigger meetings in the future and they will talk to the local churches to see if he could make it a day where they are not busy. Flint grew up through some churches which had meetings on Friday nights which was different than normal church activities where some of the guys from these programs would come with their families. Flint’s idea is to store food, clothing and furniture in the basement of the church. There are people that are ready to help him to do fund raisers. If someone’s house burns down, has a flood or is broken into he wants them to come and freely take what he has. They will not charge for the meetings, food and clothes. Flint came from a past of alcohol and drug use and has been clean for ten years. Flint feels it is his time to give back. The man who owns the church helped Flint get into his home. They lost their home in southern California in the crunch. The owner of the church offered Flint the use of the church to do something in regards to substance abuse. 
Commissioner Sanuy asked if there was an AA program going on now in the City of Emmett.
Flint Thornock said yes.

Commissioner Sanuy asked if they have meetings several times a week.

Flint Thornock said yes, on Friday nights.
Commissioner Sanuy asked if Flint would be taking that over.

Flint Thornock said no. There are different types of programs, AA and Celebrate Recovery. This will be more biblically based. These groups will be like what you would do at church, meet and discuss problems.

Laurey Thompson said she is a resident on 2nd Street; there are also neighbors here that are also part of the 300 block of 2nd Street. They drafted a letter that was past the deadline. The letter reads:

“We have recently received a notice that the Emmett Zoning Commission will be holding a Public Hearing to consider a Special Use Permit for the church at 223 E 2nd Street. Before we can support this application we would like to have a clearer idea of the type of services that would be offered in our neighborhood. What kind of community support program will be held at this location? Will it be a place for local Girl Scouts to meet or will it be used for alcohol and drug support groups of such? How many people are expected to attend these meetings? How often will the different groups meet? At what time of the day will they be meeting and where will they park? 2nd Street is a historic neighborhood and we would like to preserve the quiet way of life. We have young families with small children as well as elderly folks living in this block. We would not support an influx of questionable individuals that would change the integrity of our neighborhood. The application is vague in the specifics of community support programs. We need more detailed information before we could support this in our neighborhood.”

Connie Jones – 315 E. 2nd Street – said there are AA support groups: There is Celebrate Recovery that is held at the Bible Church or was to her knowledge. She is all about church and all that entails. If it gets into having pedophiles and things like that, the support groups, she has small children and she has concerns about that. There are a lot of really good people that have problems. She has had problems in her life too. It is a neighborhood and there are a lot of other vacant buildings.

Donovan Holford and his wife Sharon Holford are representing the First Presbyterian Church that is adjacent to this building. They have concerns about it also. They have had weddings and different things in that building and have used their parking lot without permission which is a real problem. They have events that go on at their church all different times. They have their normal Sunday services and other type events, teacher’s luncheons, things that are hosted there in the building. They also have a preschool in that building that meets there Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays from 8:30 in the morning till 3:30 in the afternoon, October through May. They question why some of these services are being re-duplicated. They talked about having clothing there and we have the clothing center up at the Nazarene Church that is all given free. We have the food pantry over at the Methodist Church, which they are talking about storing food. Their concern is wondering is this not going to be duplication. Will this not confuse people in our community where they are actually supposed to get this help? If these services are all being duplicated in different places now. When these all got started it was with the idea that they would be centrally located. They question also the fact that parking is going to be a problem over there because that is not a very big parking area in behind that old church. That was their old church originally, the First Presbyterian Church. That little parking area holds five or six cars. That is not a lot and you can’t block that alley. They question where some of that parking is going to be. That is some of their concerns. They have not been contacted through the Nazarene Church. She contacted Mr. Thornock about this and asked some questions and he did relay some back on their answering machine. That is the only contact that we have actually had with them at the present time. So as a church in our area we are real concerned about that.
Roberta Ushman – 419 E 3rd St. – said the Friendship Coalition meets every Tuesday at the Methodist Church. There is an AA group and Celebrate Recovery there. The picture of the parking, she doesn’t know when he got that picture but it is pretty empty and it is never that empty. She doesn’t know where they are going to park.

 Tracy Dickson – 308 E 2nd St. – said congratulations. He thinks we need more support groups. He has been a big part of Celebrate Recovery. It is every Tuesday night at Community Bible Church. Thanks to Celebrate Recovery it brought him to the Lord. There are AA programs here. A lot of times AA is not what you want. Celebrate Recovery might be too biblical. He thinks we need more support groups in this town. You can get food at the Friendship Coalition every Tuesday night. They do have the clothing outlet at the Nazarene Church, which is great, but it is only on a Thursday and every other Saturday, something like that. A lot of times it is hard to get up there or get to places when you are down and out and don’t have a car and don’t know where to go. He congratulates Flint. He is a recovering alcoholic and has been sober for four years and a Christian for almost four years. He has been to AA meetings and they don’t get out of control. The only problem he sees with this deal is the parking. Not a lot of people that go to AA have a driver’s license. There won’t be that big of an issue of parking. Between the street and the parking lot he thinks the most cars he has seen at an AA meeting at the Methodist Church is probably fifteen maybe twenty cars if it is a speaker meeting. He thinks it would be a good idea. He supports it.

 Darel Harris – 301 E 1st St. – said he is also a member of the Presbyterian Church. The strong concerns that he personally has would be parking, also a possibility of trash clean up. The owner of this property does not have a good track record with the City with keeping up the weeds and so forth. On numerous occasions he has spoken to the Fire Chief about the yard, the parking strips and so forth. They have had fire hazards and the property has not been kept up. If the Commission passes this permit he would like to see the Commission put a stipulation in there that they must keep up the property grounds and keep it fire safe as the rest of the community has to do. As far as putting this in a residential area he is kind of like staff, it is a bit of a stretch to him to see this permit go through under these conditions. 

Fire Chief Shannon Crays said he wanted to explain a few things and if there is any questions the Commission might have about his letter. Mr. Thornock did answer a couple of the questions for him. He still has a minor concern with a facility that is not designed for storage and have 3000 square feet with heavy fire load inside an already old facility that has no fire protection in it. He would like to reserve to have a little more communications with Mr. Thornock if this is approved. Maybe work with him to find some means within the fire code that will help with that situation. His letter was extremely vague. That was the reason for the comment about cooking. Are we doing a soup kitchen? Are we planning to do a soup kitchen or something of that nature? If so, then there are some fire code issues that have to be met with commercial cooking.  It’s not that they have to do that, it’s if they are going to do it that then that is something they need to address and he needs that on the records so they don’t end up with something inside an old facility that goes un-approved. The group sizes they pretty much answered that question. The ages they pretty much answered that. Brian and Shannon have talked a little bit about if this is allowed. They would like to work with the building owners. There are some things that if it is considered to be not a change of use, change of occupancy codes give them a leeway when that does happen to enforce some of the newer codes. The occupancy stays the same then they like to get with the property owners to get exit signage, emergency lighting and those kinds of things that help protect the public. It is not really required if it is not a change of use, change of occupancy but it is something that for minimal cost will protect the public.  

Commissioner Garrison asked if the use were to stay the same, as a church, and if the church were to store food products as other churches are having, the owners would not have to bring it up to current fire safety standards.

Fire Chief Shannon Crays said no. Food products are predominately not an added fuel load. 

Commissioner Garrison asked if it were a church and they were having a potluck on a Wednesday night using the kitchen facilities, would they have to bring the kitchen up to current codes.

Fire Chief Shannon Crays said it gets real touchy when it comes to cooking. If it was something that was existing and in operation prior to about 2001 it is under the codes it was built on. If it has been unoccupied for a period of time that is when your fire and building codes can kick in.

Commissioner Garrison said it has been vacant for 8 years. Is that in your time frame?
Fire Chief Shannon Crays said that is the reason for the comments. If they are not planning on cooking commercially, feeding the public. If they are not feeding the public it is not commercial cooking. This becomes one of those issues where you have to weigh things out and that is the reason for his comments. The application was very vague and when it says food storage that is where he has to say OK are we cooking too. If we are cooking for the public that is when he would say we need to bring things up to the current codes for the kitchen area.

Commissioner Garrison said serving coffee, pie and cakes doesn’t.

Fire Chief Shannon Crays said no, just cooking. 
Regina Vahlberg – 1020 E Park – said she is new to Emmett and she thinks it would be a good idea to have a little more support here in the way of NA, AA meetings and what not. At the same time it sounds a little bit unorganized as how it is all going to fall out. Some of the concerns she would have is he said about furniture, food and clothing. Who is bringing this stuff into the city? Is it trucks or trailers? Where is it going to be coming from? When is the traffic? What kind of conditions is the furniture, clothing and food? Where is it coming from? He mentioned some fundraisers, again how does that play out? How does it get put out to the community? How are we a part of those fundraisers? Who is a part of the fundraisers? If it is multiple of things that will happen in the facility – meetings, support groups and having a 24/7 distributing food and clothes to somebody’s house that has flooded or burned down. When is it open till? When does it close? If you have NA or AA meetings, are they closed meetings or opened meetings? There is a privacy that has to go on. Mr. Thornock said he has the square footage in the basement, is that where all the items will be stored - Food, clothes and furniture all at one time? The mold. The Chief was talking about the things that have to be inspected. Expiration dates, how does that all get handled? Those are some of her concerns. As far as parking goes she works with a resident here in Emmett and he is blind and she walks him and the sidewalks are horrific here in Emmett in some areas. If there would be more traffic and more cars that is another big concern for the elderly community who lives her in Emmett. We have to be respectful to our elders that are still here.
Chairman Slabaugh said that Mr. Clark recommended that the Commission do a continuance so they can continue the conversation. Was that the purpose so that we can continue that under our decision making part of the agenda?
 Planning Director Brad Clark said they are welcome to discuss it now but yes that is what was recommended.   
Flint Thornock said thank you for all your comments. He thinks they are all valid. He knows some of them as neighbors and they are great people. He doesn’t want to cause any problems in the community. Ultimately the church is vacant. He just wants to use the church. He doesn’t want to make a big church out of it because there is no room for that. As we know there is no parking. What do we do with this church, we do something small and that is what he is trying to do. He would love to get with the fire department and try to figure out what he can and cannot do downstairs. Ultimately he would like to be able to have enough furniture so if someone’s house burns down it is enough for a two to three bedroom home and could move it right in. If it is going to be a fire problem then we will deal with that. As far as parking he lives right across the street and there can be parking at his house. Some of the neighbors close to him said they don’t mind. He doesn’t want to cause a big problem where no one can move around. He wants to be able to work with everybody. At the same time he knows their concerns. It is vague as far as these meetings go. He is going to start advertizing in the local papers for these support groups. When he gets some calls they will put together some support groups. There is not going to be any pedophile groups. It will be drug and alcohol related. He thinks our community struggles like any other community with drugs and alcohol. He thinks that we as a community have to meet that challenge. He lives right across the street and he has grandkids, the last thing he wants is problems even at his house. As far as hours go, it is going to be no more than 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Maybe some of the meetings will be late in the evening at 7:00 p.m. or something like that. As far as food, it will mostly be coffee, donuts and things like that. I hope that answers some of the questions and we can continue it if you would like and try to iron all this out. 

Chairman Slabaugh asked if he was anticipating a soup kitchen or anything like that.  That would be a commercial adventure. 

Flint Thornock said in today’s world a lot of people are going hungry. He would like to say it is going to get better. He doesn’t know. Ultimately in his heart he would love to be able to have a meal there at 1:00 p.m. for anybody that needs it. He would like to be able to first make sure a kitchen was OK and the fire codes were OK before he did that. That may come in the future. He is not going to say it won’t. That is where his heart is. His heart is to help those people that need a meal that maybe are a little embarrassed to go somewhere else to get it. For now it is just trying to get the church going and do small support groups. Make it something the City needs. He is up for any kind of improvements as far as sidewalks go and wheelchair access. He is willing to work with all that. He doesn’t have a problem with any of that. He just wants to use the church.
Commissioner Dodson said if the Commission were to approve a Special Use Permit they have talked about several activities that could go on. For the Special Use Permit could the Commission conceivably have it for a year and say just support groups and they work on that and then if they want to expand the Commission can issue another one after that. It seems a little vague at this point to do a blanket Special Use Permit.

Chairman Slabaugh said the Commission can set conditions on a Special Use Permit. Then at some future point he wanted to do something that was different from those conditions he would have to come back for another Special Use Permit. It would be the same permit but amended. There would need to be another public hearing if there was something he wanted to do that wasn’t part of those conditions.

 Commissioner Sanuy asked if the following question was appropriate to ask and the answer was no. Has he been donated the building to work with it or is he actually paying rent for lease?

Commissioner Vahlberg asked if it was set up as a non-profit.

Flint Thornock said not right now. They are considering doing non-profit and going through that process.

Commissioner Vahlberg said one of his concerns is that this is zoned residential and is also zoned a church and is a broad range. Is there anybody spending the night there?      

 Flint Thornock said he thinks all churches have the emergency capability. For an earthquake or something like that and taking people in. He thinks that they would probably open their church up for something like that. It does have a bathroom, shower and an older kitchen that is functional. In case of an emergency he doesn’t know what the law is but he thinks it would be suited for that. But no, there is on one staying there and no one spending the night. 
At 6:48 p.m. Chairman Slabaugh called for a continuance on this discussion and called the regular meeting to order.

Chairman Slabaugh led the Pledge of Allegiance

Review of Agenda: 

Commissioner Dodson made a motion to approve the Agenda. Commissioner Sanuy seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

Public Hearing:
Special Use Permit by Flint Thornock to open a community support center with classes, studies and support groups from an existing church located at 223 E 2nd Street.

Chairman Slabaugh continued the Public Hearing at 6:49 p.m.

Chairman Slabaugh said one of the things the Commission will have to determine to some extent is that it has been a church since nineteen hundred and something. So it is grandfathered in as use for a church. It is in a residential area R2 so anything that was used in that regard would not need a Special Use Permit. He thinks one of the questions the Commission needs to talk about is what constitutes a church and what are those activities that would fall under church activities. Is it a church since it is biblically centered? Is it a church because there is fellowship? Is it a church because there are support groups? Is it a church because there is bible study? Is it a church because meeting the needs of the needy? Is it a church because there is assembly? He thinks that is why Mr. Clark thought well it falls within the use for a church but would require a Special Use Permit because of some of the activities that we normally don’t think of as a church. Chairman Slabaugh opened it up for discussion among the Commission at this point and get their initial thoughts and go from there or if there are more questions for the applicant. 

Commissioner Garrison has struggled with that as well. As far as is the use actually a change of use or is it really the same type of service that you would expect to find in a church building. Other than maybe the furniture storage she would expect to go to a church for help in any of those other capacities. Looking over exhibit A she thinks staff did an excellent job of providing the Commission with guidance of conditions of approval should the Commission choose to approve this application. These conditions address a lot of the concerns that were addressed by surrounding property owners such as trash cleanup, keeping the landscaping up and the signs. The applicant has indicated that he would have no issue with upgrading the ramp or the sidewalks. Parking is still an issue. There are only five or six spots for parking in the rear but again Wardwell is wide enough and adequate enough to park vehicles there. If that were a church in the conventional sense of the word you would expect to see vehicles parked on the street to gather and for worship. He has indicated that he has no intention of bringing any pedophiles. Now, if you have substance abuse problems perhaps you strayed in other areas of the laws as well. That is a gray area. There are other churches and venues in town that are already holding these types of support groups. She doesn’t know what to think about that and would love to hear other Commissioners thoughts on that. She would appreciate the applicant meeting with Chief Crays and bringing the building up to as many fire codes he possibly can. She knows it is probably not feasible to put in sprinkler systems and that sort of thing. He indicates that they are not going to be cooking in the kitchen at this time. If he were to start doing that she thinks he would need to come back before the Commission and request an amendment to the Special Use Permit. As Commissioner Dodson brought up, perhaps they should discuss about how far the Commission wants to allow him to have all of the things he might want to do in the future or should the Commission just consider the support groups and the prayer meetings and worship type things at this point. She would like to hear more comments.

Commissioner Dodson said there is Celebrate Recovery at the Community Bible Church is that in the same zoning area? That could be considered a neighborhood. 
Unknown Speaker said yes it is. He is a member of Community Bible Church and is a big part of Celebrate Recovery. Celebrate Recovery is only on Tuesday night and they have a step study on Thursday or Friday night for a couple of hours. That is just down the alley on the next block.

Commissioner Dodson said that is her thought that something similar is going on in that area and as far as she is aware with any issues with Celebrate Recovery being in the same general area. That is a Police Chief question. If there haven’t been any issues then we don’t really have a bad precedent for these kinds of meetings in and around houses. 

Unknown Speaker has been going to Celebrate Recovery program for almost four years and there haven’t been any kinds of problems that he is aware of. When the meeting is over everybody leaves. There is nobody hanging out. It is a faith based program and he thinks Flint Thornock wants another faith based program. He is also doing an internship at Emmett Family Services to become an alcohol and drug counselor and there are some patients that go in there and some of them don’t like AA because they are old school or they don’t like the way they are treated there. Some are not committed to the Celebrate Recovery program because it is advertized as a faith based program. He doesn’t know what kind of programs Flint Thornock is thinking of. He thinks we could use a variety of programs around this town. He knows a handful of clients over there at services that are drug court clients and they go to a friend’s house or have fireside meetings because there is no other place to go. The only choices in this town are AA or Celebrate Recovery and that’s it. They need whatever they can. If there is another place for them to go he thinks it is a good idea.

Maria Salazar – 209 E 2nd St. – said her property is three properties to the west of the site. She said the Commission has her memo so she won’t go over the whole thing. She doesn’t really have a problem even though she just came in and started listening. With the kinds of services, faith based is fine. Her big concern is that 2nd Street is a very narrow street. As a property owner on E. 2nd Street she is painfully aware that with autos parked on both sides of the street only one auto can drive through it at any one time. Trucks and trailers parked on the street make it very difficult at times to back out of her driveway safely. Persons arriving at the church in autos to pick up furniture, food stuffs, etc. Perhaps double parking there is a large number would constitute major traffic congestion. That is her issue. Wardwell is kind of a through street. The area from 4th Street to Main Street it gets really busy sometimes. Brad brought up some very valid points about parking but she is really concerned about 2nd Street. It is a problem and she hopes these folks would not add to the problem.
Commissioner Vahlberg asked if the church hadn’t stopped being in use and they decided to start these meetings anyway would they even be here.

Chairman Slabaugh said no.

Commissioner Vahlberg said they really aren’t changing anything of what the property is used for other than the fact that there hasn’t been a church for eight years. Other than bringing it up to fire code and building code as close as possible without it being cost prohibitive which it can be in a one hundred year old building. He doesn’t see much of an issue.
Chairman Slabaugh said the way he sees it, everything Flint Thornock has listed, everything they want to provide at the building as a faith based organization. There is not a thing on his list that churches in the community don’t already provide. We cannot limit what Flint Thornock would do in his building based on duplication. We can only say he is allowed to do it because it is a faith based organization and it would be the same kinds of ministry and services that a church would provide. The Commission cannot deny his use because it is a duplication of services that are already provided in the community.
Commissioner Garrison asked Brad about exhibit A. The list of conditions of approval that Brad has recommended for the Commission to consider, #1 regarding on site inspection by the City of Emmett. She asked Brad if he is thinking just a first time on site inspection or an annual inspection.  She thinks the Commission needs to be a little more specific here.

Planning Director Brad Clark said it is to put the applicant on notice if the City receives any kind of concern or complaint. This is in their permit as a cover for the staff so that they can go on the property to follow up on a complaint or concern. It wouldn’t necessarily have to be complaint based. The City doesn’t do annual inspections on these.
Chairman Slabaugh asked Chief Crays how often he does inspections on buildings such as this.
Chief Shannon Crays said at this time they do not have an annual inspection program. That is something that has not been presented to the City Council. The inspections are done as per Special Use Permit, new construction, change of use or change of occupancy. This is what triggers an inspection. If there is a condition of approval then they can follow that. At his time the Fire Department doesn’t do annual inspections.
Commissioner Vahlberg asked Chief Crays who keeps up with the fire extinguishers and keeps them up to speed and checked.
Chief Shannon Crays said that is all done by private companies. The fire code has a requirement that they are to be done annually. An annual inspection program takes time and money and the budget doesn’t allow either right now and with only one full time person, it is not achievable. Fire extinguishers are more a voluntary thing after new buildings. They are doing a better job in educating people through Special Use Permits and education programs. Until he gets staffing full time to do inspections.
Chairman Slabaugh said he believes that it is a condition of the insurance policy for the fire.

Commissioner Vahlberg asked who is checking that.

Fire Chief Crays said the insurance company does. When he was in business for himself the insurance company came out every twelve to fourteen months and if they weren’t done it was not real pretty. If you lose your insurance you are not in business.
Commissioner Garrison asked if the meeting was still open.

Chairman Slabaugh said yes.

Commissioner Garrison asked once the meeting is closed can the Commission still have discussion.

Chairman Slabaugh said the Commission can discuss among themselves once the meeting is closed.

Counselor Ron Bjorkman said before you close the meeting the Commission might ask one more time if anyone might want to ask any questions.
Chairman Slabaugh asked if anybody else has anything to add or have comments or questions.

Maria Salazar wanted to know if any of the Commissioners have any concerns about the parking and the narrowness of 2nd Street. It is all residential except what would be going on at the church. She recognized that the church did it before but not too many members.

Chief Shannon Crays said the Emmett Fire Department has had a concern with 1st, 2nd, 3rd and a lot of other streets in Emmett. He will just be blunt and direct. How can you tell one place that they can’t park on the street when you look up and down 1st, 2nd and 3rd Street and every residence has two or three cars parked out on the street? They have an extreme concern and this is not one little area they are going to address that. We have the Cherry Festival and everything else where we as an emergency responder have to find ways to get around and get through these streets and it doesn’t matter if there is a festival. The picture Brad put up, he doesn’t know when that was taken but that is an everyday occurrence on 1st, 2nd and 3rd Street every day.
Commissioner Vahlberg asked if Fire Chief Crays sees a concern of them being there. 
Fire Chief Crays said in that one little area will not change it. He would love to see no parking on one side of every one of those streets but that is not going to happen. They have tried that and it isn’t pretty.

Commissioner Garrison said in the recommendations of approval items #3-5, there are provisions there that will help with the parking situations, especially at the site triangles. She doesn’t know how much farther the Commission can go. She agrees with Chief Crays. The Commission can’t say there shall be no parking on 2nd Street because what if somebody parks there who happens to be visiting across the street at a residence. So that is going to be hard to enforce.

Chairman Slabaugh said the street parking in particular would not fall under their jurisdiction at all anyway. That would be a City Council matter. It is true, he lives on 1st Street in the 1000 block and on a regular basis drives all the way down 1st Street past the Episcopal Church and past the Baptist Church whether it is Sunday morning, evening or Monday morning it is one lane. His wife always wonders why he doesn’t go out to Main Street like she does. The shortest route is the way he goes. He asked if there were any other comments.     

Chairman Slabaugh closed the Public Hearing at 7:10 p.m.
Decision of Public Hearing:

Special Use Permit by Flint Thornock

Commissioner Sanuy made a motion to approve the Special Use Permit for the property located at 223 E. 2nd Street, Emmett, Idaho, with the following conditions:
#1 will remain as written
#2 will remain as written

#3 will remain as written

#4 will remain as written

#5 has one minor change and that will be – Any on street event where more than forty people are in attendance shall require off street parking be provided.

#6 the entire clause will be stricken and re-written – The existing five off street parking spaces shall be maintained as parking.

#7 will remain as written

#8 will remain as written

#9 will remain as written

#10 will remain as written

#11 will remain as written

#12 will be stricken in its entirety
#13 will be re-numbered as #12

#14 will be re-numbered as #13

#15 will be #14 and be re-written to read – The applicant shall meet with the Emmett Fire Department within ninety days to determine what fire safety measures shall be taken. Also to be included, with the adoption of Staff findings. Commissioner Dodson seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

City of Caldwell Pathway Plan Presentation – Planning Director Brian Billingsley

Approval of Minutes:

Commissioner Garrison made a motion to approve the October 3, 2011 Minutes. Commissioner Dodson seconded the motion. Motion Carried.
Items from the Public:

None
Unfinished Business:

None

Items from the Commission:

Commissioner Garrison spoke about the workshop on November 28, 2011, at the Hilton Garden Inn.
Items from the Planning Director:

Brad talked about the Commissions priorities for the fiscal year 2012.
Next Regular Meeting – December 5, 2011
Commissioner Sanuy made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Vahlberg seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m.

________________________________

________________________________

Chairman Bill Slabaugh



Acting Secretary
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