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September 27, 2016

September 27, 2016
The Emmett City Council held a regular meeting at 501 E. Main Street, Emmett, Idaho.

Mayor Petrie called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Mayor Petrie led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Local Officiant offered the Community Invocation. 

Council Present:  Councilmen Michelle Welch, Mike Stout, Dave Hodges, Shawn Alder, Tona Henderson and Jefferson Jenkins.  

Staff Present:  Mayor Gordon Petrie, City Attorney Jake Sweeten, Superintendent of Public Works Bruce Evans, Fire Chief Curt Christensen, Librarian Alyce Kelley, Police Chief Gary Scheihing and Deputy City Clerk Leslie Boren

Amendments to the Agenda

No Items
Councilman Henderson made a MOTION TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  Councilman Jenkins SECONDED the motion. Motion Carried.
Declaration of Conflicts of Interest

No Items
Emmett Middle School Award Presentation

Mayor Gordon Petrie presented Emmett Middle School a check for $5000, from the City of Emmett that was funded by Blue Cross of Idaho Health Foundation for the purchase of new play equipment. 
Elected Officials

Mayor
Lyleen Jerome City Clerk Nomination, Approval of Appointment and Swearing In 
Councilman Henderson made a MOTION TO APPROVE THE NOMINATION OF LYLEEN JEROME, CITY CLERK FOR THE CITY OF EMMETT. Councilman Stout SECONDED the motion. Motion Carried. 
Mayor Petrie swore in Lyleen Jerome as the City Clerk for the City of Emmett. 
Walk Your Child to School Day Proclamation

Mayor Petrie made a brief presentation on the International Walk to School Day! It is a global event that involves communities from more than 40 countries walking and biking to school on the same day. It began in 1997 as a one-day event and over time it has become part of a movement. 
Mayor Petrie proclaimed that October 5, 2016, The City of Emmett will hold its first annual “Walk Your Child to School Day”.
City Council

Councilman Stout briefly discussed setting forth an Ordinance on cell phone use within the City limits. Currently, Idaho does not ban talking on cell phones while driving. However texting while operating a vehicle is banned with an imposed fine of $85. After further discussion no decision was made and Council concluded to discuss at a later time. 
Announcements of the Good of the Order
No Items

Consent Agenda
A. Approval of Minutes – None Presented
B. Approval of Permits – All bartender permits are subject to an approved background check 
Councilman Stout made a MOTION TO MOVE ITEM C. OF THE CONSENT AGENDA TO THE NON-CONSENT AGENDA. Councilman Welch SECONDED the motion. Motion Carried.
D.  Payment of Bills 
Councilman Henderson made a MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA AS PRESENTED AND AMENDED. Councilman Welch SECONDED the motion. Motion Carried.
Non-Consent Agenda

C.  Items from the Public – All requests are subject to conditions set by staff
Ralph Gurney at 906 S. Washington Avenue is requesting a Water Leak Waiver for his commercial property in the amount of $48.87, for 900 cubic feet of water and sewer charges.     

Councilman Henderson made a MOTION TO APPROVE RALPH GURNEY‘S REQUEST FOR A WATER LEAK WAIVER IN THE AMOUNT OF $48.87. Councilman Jenkins SECONDED the motion. Motion Carried.
Unfinished Business
Resolution #R2016-8
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EMMETT, IDAHO ADOPTING THE CITY’S PURCHASING POLICY 
Councilman Henderson made a MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION R2016-8, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EMMETT, IDAHO ADOPTING THE CITY’S PURCHASING POLICY. Councilman Welch SECONDED the motion. 
Employee Buydown Expense
Deputy City Clerk Leslie Boren reported that after seeking counsel from the City’s auditor, each employee’s buydown balances would have to be processed through payroll. However, the amounts would exceed the payroll budget. Deputy City Clerk Boren requested that Council would allow each employee a 30-day extension to use or lose his or her buydown balances. 
Councilman Henderson made a MOTION TO RESCIND THE EMPLOYEE BUYDOWN CASH BALANCE PAYOUT REQUEST FROM THE SEPTEMBER 13, 2016 MEETING, AND ALLOW EACH EMPLOYEE A 30 DAY EXTENSION TO USE OR LOSE HIS OR HER BUYDOWN BALANCES. Councilman Welch SECONDED the motion. 
Council Buydown Administration

Audrey Billingsley presented Council with an MBA Administrator proposal for Council’s buydown administration. After reviewing MBA’s costs, Ms. Billingsley recommendation is to remain with the current administrator and assign each Council member a pin number for account security.
Councilman Hodges made a MOTION TO REMAIN WITH THE CURRENT BUYDOWN ADMINISTRATOR AND ASSIGN PIN NUMBERS TO SECURE EACH ACCOUNT. Councilman Jenkins SECONDED the motion. Motion Carried. 
New Business
Steve Nebeker, 798 S. Hawthorne Avenue, Emmett, Idaho, presented his questions and concerns regarding the wages, hours worked, work qualifications, Persi reporting legalities, and the availability of the Interim Police Chief during emergency calls. Mr. Nebeker presented his findings to Council for their review. 

Mayor Petrie reported that the Appointment of the Interim Police Chief for the City of Emmett was for 2 years; his position became available after the preceding Chief of Police, retired, leaving the position open, without leadership and a potential safety liability to the City of Emmett. 
The Interim Police Chief’s Appointment was to continue safeguarding the security of each citizen, and to train a full time candidate for the Police Chief’s position once his 2 years of service has been completed. During the Interim Police Chief’s Appointment, the City has saved on medical premiums, retirement costs and payroll expenditures of over $25,000 for this year. The Police Department’s productivity, moral and attitudes have improved. Open door policy, training availability, safety equipment upgrades, relationships with other entities have improved and opportunities to serve the City have been encouraged. Mayor Petrie also assured Council and Mr. Nebeker that all reporting of hours and wages are within compliance and the safety of the City has not been hindered. 
Reports:

Library

Librarian Alyce Kelley presented her report.

Building Official/City Planner

Building Official/City Planner Brian Sullivan presented his report.

Superintendent of Public Works
Superintendent of Public Works Bruce Evans presented his report.

IRWA Agreement for Operational Support Services 
Superintendent of Public Works Bruce Evans presented Council with a service agreement from Idaho Rural Water Association (IRWA). The purpose of the agreement is to perform a budgeting and utility rate study that is cost effective without impeding the quality of service. 
Councilman Stout made a MOTION TO APPROVE THE IRWA AGREEMENT FOR OPERATIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES THAT WAS PRESENTD, AND THE COST NOT TO EXCEED $7000, AND TO DIRECT THE MAYOR TO SIGN. Councilman Welch SECONDED the motion. Mayor Petrie polled the Council: Welch – Y; Stout – Y; Henderson – Y; Alder – Y; Hodges – Y; Jenkins – Y. Motion Carried. 
Deputy City Clerk

Deputy City Clerk Leslie Boren presented her report.
Deputy City Clerk Leslie Boren presented Council with a Utility Write-off Report for delinquent utility water charges for the past 2 years, in the amount of $5050. Deputy Clerk Boren reported any reimbursements received from collections would be deposited into the utilities account. 

Councilman Jenkins made a MOTION TO WRITE-OFF DELINQUENT UTILITY ACCOUNTS FOR THE PAST 2 YEARS, IN THE AMOUNT OF $5050. Councilman Welch SECONDED the motion. Motion Carried.

Fire Chief

Fire Chief Curt Christensen presented his report.
Systems Administrator Knittel reported that the purchasing contracts have been prepared for the new Fire Brush Truck, from Whitney Fire Department. The purchase process is in publication for the next 2 weeks, and then finalization of ownership should be completed. 
Systems Administrator

Systems Administrator Mike Knittel presented his report.

Chief of Police/Code Enforcement
Police Chief Gary Scheihing presented his report.

Councilman Hodges made a MOTION TO ADJOURN. Councilman Welch SECONDED the motion. Motion Carried.
Meeting Adjourned at 9:15 p.m.
______________________________   
                   ________________________________         
Mayor Gordon Petrie


      
       Deputy City Clerk Leslie Boren
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